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The latest official data continues to show dramatic drops in rates of unrecovered theft in vehicle 
manufacturers that have adopted WOVM (whole of vehicle marking) 

Australia
A just-released report from a study by the Australian National Motor Vehicle Theft Reduction 
Council shows that DataDots continue to have a major impact in deterring organised car theft. 
for a summary of results click here

Australian Power and Energy News has started a new public campaign which includes placing 
signage on substation fences to highlight their work with Crime Stoppers and use of 
DataDotDNA technology to protect assets. click here

Read more about the success of the IDiT project click here

New Zealand

There has been widespread coverage in the press regarding the problem of “strip and ship” 
gangs where stolen cars are stripped down and smuggled in shipping containers often bound 
for the Middle East. 22,000 cars are stolen per year (equating to one car every 25 minutes) 
costing the insurance industry $120 million per year. Police and the insurance industry have 
supported the Government’s move to required all imported cars to be sprayed with Micro-
dots, saying it would make it easier to identify stolen parts and harder for thieves to change 
a vehicle’s identity.  click here 

Subaru of New Zealand has tailored car insurance specifically for the owners of Subarus 
which are bought new in New Zealand. click here

USA
Some images of the DataDot display at the NADA ( North American Dealers Association ) 
Convention in San Francisco, February 2008. click here

South Africa
An interesting article from South Africa’s Insurance Time and Investment News. The Motor 
Vehicle Security Association (VESA) has become a major partner to motor vehicle Insurers in 
combating vehicle theft fraud in the use of the extensive VESA database in validating a vehi-
cle’s installed security systems. VESA’s security product portfolio also include vehicle identifica-
tion with Microdots. Application of Microdots can qualify for an official VESA Certificate of 
Approval. click here

Servamus Safety and Security Magazine features a comprehensive article on the advantages 
of the application of DataDots to vehicles to prevent theft
click here

An FHM model will be playing the part of a DataDot Executive over a six week period in the 
local soap ‘Egoli’ ( meaning city of gold – Johannesburg) from July. The main plot revolves 
around a fictitious car manufacturer. click here

Remember if you have any 
recent articles, brochures, or 
anything that you would like to 
share, please email them (or a 
link) to me with the source.
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http://www.stuff.co.nz/stuff/4432035a10.html
http://www.scoop.co.nz/stories/BU0803/S00316.htm
http://www.itinews.co.za/companyview.aspx?cocategoryid=3&companyid=4&itemid=9C3773A1-FF14-49DD-A990-476B5AFDC9C4
http://www.servamus.co.za/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=117&Itemid=58&ed=27


The Australian National 
Motor Vehicle Theft 
Reduction Council has 
tracked the incidence of 
stolen unrecovered theft 
of Subaru, BMW and 
HSV cars both before and 
after these companies vol-
untarily adopted WOVM 
(Whole of Vehicle Mark-
ing). 

In the case of BMW and HSV this is since Sep-
tember 2001 and Subaru since January 2003. 
The results of the Council’s tracking study is 
published annually.

The Council’s latest tracking results show that for 
Subaru the incidence of unrecovered theft in the 
5 years since WOVM commenced has fallen to 
0.77 per 1,000 registered Subaru on the road.  
Before WOVM the incidence was 3.39 per thou-
sand. This is a fall of 86%.

DATADOT EVALuATION uPDATE AS AT 
31 DECEMBER 2007
Summary of Results from Report by The National Motor Vehicle Theft Reduction Council

For HSV over the same 
period the same incidence 
per 1,000 registered cars 
has fallen from 35.71 to 
5.62 – a decline of 84%.

And for BMW the inci-
dence has fallen from 3.15 
to 0.44 – a decline of 
86%.

Subaru incidence ofunrecovered 
theft down by 86%

HSV incidence of unrecovered 
theft down by 84%

BMW incidence of unrecovered 
theft down by 86%



“Integral Energy has joined forces with Crime 
Stoppers and other utilities to call for public sup-
port to report copper theft and other vandalism 
of important community infrastructure, Integral 
Energy’s Chief Financial Officer, Daniel Lucas, 
said.

“Interfering with substations and other parts of 
our electricity network can cause disruptions to 
our services, and copper theft alone costs In-
tegral Energy more than $200,000 a year to 
replace or repair,” said Mr Lucas, who is respon-
sible for the corporation’s Security program.

“The `Copper theft - don’t cop it,!’ Campaign is 
aimed at stopping people interfering with public 
utilities, which is illegal and dangerous.

“Thieves and vandals on our sites risk serious 
injury or electrocution and also put the community 
at risk. “The price of stolen copper isn’t worth 
dying for.

In 2006, Integral Energy became one of the first 
utilities to use permanent DNA tracing technol-
ogy on its copper wire, which enables the police 
to trace the copper.

“We’re continually upgrading our security meas-
ures to ensure the safety of the public and the 
security of power supplies,” Mr Lucas said.

“We’re now placing signage on our substation 
fences to highlight our work with Crime Stoppers 
and our use of DataDot DNA technology to pro-
tect our assets,” he said. Integral Energy has also 
released a confronting print advertisement with 
the headline “Dead end” which warns the public 
not to put their safety on the line by interfering 
with electricity substations.

“INTEGRAL ENERGy JOINS COPPER
THEFT CRACkDOWN”
Extract from Australian Power & Energy News
1/2/2008

The NSW utilities Copper Theft Security Commit-
tee behind the Copper theft - don’t cop it,!’ cam-
paign includes Integral Energy, State Rail, Energy 
Australia, Country Energy, Telstra, Sydney Water 
and the metal recycling industry via the Waste 
Management Association of Australia.

According to Crime Stoppers, more than 
$100,000 worth of stolen copper is being 
traded in NSW each month, turning some scrap 
metal dealers into unwitting criminals”



Extract from Crime Stoppers Metropolitan North Area Committee 
Newsflash for 12/07: 

Project ID it Trial at Sandgate



L>R

Rick Hughes, 
President DataDot 
Dealer Services &
Ian Allen, CEO 
DataDot Technology 
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SOAP DISH By Debashine Thangevelo

UNDER

BUBBLING

GENERATIONS: Bridgette is thrilled to
hear that the first La Cioccolata shoot
was a complete disaster. Sibusiso
yearns for a drink, but will he resist
the temptation?

ISIDINGO: The community is shocked
and saddened by the news of Lee.
Georgie is robbed. Parsons fields a lot
of phone calls from the media
wanting to chat to Nandipha.

7DE LAAN: Hilda plans a party to
make Tannie Schoeman’s guests feel
welcome and to introduce them to
everyone else. Vince is stressed and
completely unreasonable.

RHYTHM CITY: Lucilla remains
suspicious, so Miles tries to divert her
attention by telling Sunay to continue
her relationship with S’bu. Stone tries
to end Thula and Tshidi’s relationship.

EGOLI: Cat gets the third degree from
her colleagues. Joe means business.
Audrey gives advice, but doesn’t
practice what she preaches. Nora’s
concerned about Koert’s wellbeing.

BINNELANDERS: Jen has
documentation problems in Somalia
and gets deported. Chris hears about
the aggressive man Roelien avoids
seeing. At asks Kitte to break into a
locked cabinet.

SCANDAL: Palesa advises Eddie to
choose his own concept of God,
which he does. Lefa tries to save the
Community Centre. Lolo finds out
that Lefa’s parents don’t like her.

MUVHANGO: Thandaza, Agnes and
Tshepo mourn the loss of Catherine.
The senior staff decides to have a
memorial service for her as well as
have a day off in her memory.

DAYS OF OUR LIVES: Chloe sees
herself through Brady’s eyes. Hope
and Bo join forces to track down Tony
DiMera. John and Roman get into a
fight over Marlena.

THE BOLD AND THE BEAUTIFUL: Hope
tells Alexandria that Taylor killed
Darla and Alexandria becomes angry
with her and insists that she is lying.

PASSIONS: Liz vows to expose Eve
and lashes out at Julian as well. David
questions Liz about her actions. Grace
begs Eve to find a way to get Ivy out
of her house.

THE YOUNG AND THE RESTLESS:
Nikki and Victor try desperately to
learn the fate of the Newman jet.
Brad is devastated to learn that
Sharon may be dead.

ALL MY CHILDREN: Edmund enlists
Brooke’s help to find Dr Taylor.
Kendall takes the stand and is
prepared to tell the truth about the
night Michael was killed.

SUNSET BEACH: Gregory arrests Cole
for assault to ensure that he stays in
town for Elaine’s trial. Olivia is
shocked when Caitlin tells her
Gregory has Cole.

‘W
e felt that Ashley had made Lee
so unique and completely hers
that our audience would never

accept another performer in the role. It
would be unfair, both to the new performer
and to the memory of Ashley,” explained
Coetzee.

At the time of Callie’s tragic car accident
last month, her character was making her
comeback into the corporate world and was
on the brink of a power-struggle with daddy
dearest, Barker Haines (Robert Whitehead),
after the Africast and ON! TV merger was a
success. 

Since Callie’s accident, and her subse-
quent passing a week later, the writers
reworked nearly 50 episodes that had been
completed, but not filmed.

Coetzee adds: “The team felt that only
Ashley could be Lee and we all agreed that
the character would have to die as well.”

However, penning the scenes in the build-
up to Lee’s funeral was an emotional expe-
rience for the writing team.

“Many of us knew Ashley personally, so
it was hard for us to separate our sorrow at
losing her from the sad process of writing
Lee out of the series. But the old cliché is

true: the show must go on …,” he said.
Given the tight-knit relationship on the

set of the soap, shooting the build-up to the
funeral scene was understandably hard on
everyone.

“The episodes dealing with Lee’s death
were difficult for us to write and to shoot,”
he shared. 

“We needed to say goodbye, not only to
Ashley, but to the wonderful character she
made a part of herself and a part of the
audience’s lives. Luckily, we had Robert
Whitehead’s beautiful
funeral speech about Ash-
ley to rework for Barker
to say about Lee.”

And the funeral
scenes, of course, felt
very surreal.

“When life and art
intersect to this extent,
it’s hard to separate what
one feels for Ashley from
what one feels for Lee,”
Coetzee agreed.

■ The funeral scene will
air on April 9.

FHM model Sashi Naidoo is on the set of
Egoli filming her upcoming scenes as
Sureshni Patel, an executive from DataDot. 

The Port Elizabeth-born actress studied
chiropractics, but the magnetism of the
entertainment industry led her away from
her plans.

“I was always interested in acting,”
Naidoo explains. “Back in high school I
started a drama society.”

But she admits that gaining a foothold in
the industry was challenging.

“It is difficult to get an agent without
experience and difficult to get experience
without an agent.” 

However, with the help of her best friend,
the late Antonio Summerton (who was killed
in a motorcycle accident in December last
year), she managed to get herself an agent
and work.

After bagging a brief role in Gen-

erations as a “bitchy model”, she
landed a six-month stint with Back-

stage. Aside from appearing in a
plethora of TV commercials, Naidoo
also presented 20 Something on e.tv. 

“I would probably say I am a bet-
ter presenter than an actress,” she
laughs. 

Making a refreshing departure
from earlier roles, this time around
Naidoo plays a business executive
with the power suits to match.

“I am really enjoying the charac-
ter. Sureshni is a very driven person,
just like me. She is poised, but
guarded when dealing with Walco.”

And when Naidoo isn’t in front of
the camera, or on a photo shoot, she
oversees the daily running of her two
companies: Alushi Management, a
modelling agency, and Vigor8, which
is an events company.

So how does she juggle all her dif-
ferent hats?

“Time management is vital,” she
stresses.

“Also, I am always upfront about
the level of commitment I can give
to a project.”
■ Sashi Naidoo will make her debut
on M-Net’s Egoli on July 2.

NOT JUST A PRETTY FACE: FHMmodel
Sashi Naidoo has landed a role in Egoli.

When Michelle Beling isn’t contributing to the
drama on Egoli as Candy Smith, she finds other
fun ways to keep herself busy. Tonight found
out about them … 

If I wanted to make a good first impression, I
would … be polite, friendly and listen. It makes
a world of difference.

I spoil myself by … taking a very long bubble
bath (by candlelight if it was a really bad day)
and reading a brilliant book.

My worst restaurant experience was … when
shellfish ended up in my food by accident – I’m
allergic!

When I need a break, I escape to … my
bedroom. It’s my sanctuary from the world.

I can’t resist … frothy hot chocolate; especially
just before bedtime on a cold winter’s night.

I would love to be marooned on a deserted
island with … my daughter. Any time spent
together is worth more than its weight in gold.

A cellphone is … my connection to my friends
and a serious lifesaver at times.

I drive … a Hyundai – and it has been good to
me.

The funniest rumour I
heard about myself
was … that I was
having an affair
with Hannes van
Wyk (Krynauw in
Egoli).

The oldest item of
clothing in my
closet is … my
favourite pair of
jeans – when they
fit, they fit!

STAR TALK
Presenter turns to power suits

‘Show must go on’
Art imitates real life in Isidingo as Ashley Callie’s soap character, Lee
Haines, is killed off in the storyline. Head writer Greig Coetzee told
Tonight why no one could replace Ashley …

UNFORGETTABLE: Ashley Callie and Robert
Whitehead, as daughter and father, in Isidingo.

“PRESENTER TuRNS TO POWER SuITS”
Extract from Tonight Television 
31.03
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